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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE M DDLE DI STRI CT OF TENNESSEE

MARK H. PATRICK and JULIE

A. PATRICK, individually and as
Co- Admi ni strators of the Estate
of PHILIP D. PATRICK, their
deceased m nor child,

Plaintiffs,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
vs. ) Case No. 3-98-1107
)
VANDERBI LT UNI VERSI TY, )
DAVI D BRENT POLK, )
DR KAREN D. CRI SSI NGER, )
DR JOHN A BARNARD, )
DR GERALD HI CKSON, )
and NI NETY- NI NE UNKNOAN )
NAVED DEFENDANTS )
)
)

Def endant s.

DEPOSI TI ON OF LI NDA L. GREEN
Taken on behal f of the Defendants

Novenber 29, 1999
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BE | T REMEMBERED THAT the deposition of LINDA L.
GREEN was taken before KERI M TRANSUE- EVANS, CSR 90- 0146,
on Novenber 29, 1999, commencing at the hour of 8:00 a.m,
t he proceedi ngs being reported at the court reporter's
of fi ces of Johnson, More, Henderson & Konsten, 621 SW
Morrison, Suite 1145, Portland, O egon.

* %
APPEARANCES:
TREON, STRICK, LUCIA & AGU RRE
Attorneys at Law
By M. Thomas M Ryan, appearing tel ephonically

Counsel for the Plaintiffs

BASS, BERRY & SIMs5, PLC
Attorneys at Law
By M. John S. Bryant, appearing telephonically

Counsel for the Defendants

Al so Present: Videographer Dano Capristo
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LI NDA L. GREEN
was then called as a witness on behalf of the Defendants
and, after having been first duly sworn under oath by the

CSR No. 90-0146, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR BRYANT:

Q Ms. G een?

A Yes. Hello.

Q My name is John Bryant. | ama |awer for the
defendants in this case, and |'m going to begin today by
asking you a series of questions, and I'd like to ask you
that if | ask anything that you don't understand that you
will et me knowthat, and I'Il do nmy best to clarify ny
guestions for you.

I's that okay with you?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you al so need to answer the questions audibly.
Qoviously M. Ryan and | aren't present, and, you know, we
won't be able to see a shake of the head or a nod of the

head, and for the purposes of the record, we request that

you respond with a "yes" or a "no" as appropriate rather

t han a uh-huh or huh-uh, because we want a clear record when

we finish today.
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Can you do that for us, please, ma'an?
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A Yes. | understand.

Q Al right. M. Geen, where do you live? Wat's
your hone address?

A 633 Historic R ver H ghway, Troutdale, O egon
97060.

Q Okay. How I ong have you lived there, please,

ma' anf

A About four nonths.

Q Do you have any present plans to nove fromthat
addr ess?

A "Il be noving in April

Q And do you know where you're going to be noving in

April ?

A No, | don't.

Q How is it that you know you're going to be noving
in April?

A Because |' mdoing travel nursing.

Q | see. Are you working through a particul ar

conpany or organi zation that you do this travel nursing
w t h?

A Currently I"'mwith Stat Medical Services here in
Portl and.

Q Do you have any present plans to cease working for

t hem and wor k el sewhere?
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A My plans are indefinite at the tinme. | wll |ook

JOHNSON, MOORE, HENDERSON & KONSTEN (503) 226-3313



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

into different options, but | may continue with Stat if | go
to Seattle.

Q Okay. I'mjust trying to have a place where we can
locate you at a later tine if you should nove from your
current address there.

Is there a good address you could give us where we
could | ocate you or reach you perhaps --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- if you nove fromyour present address?

A Yes, sir. | have e-nmil, as well as | have a

permanent mail forwarding service, and | also have relatives

in Nashville.
Q Okay. What relatives do you have in Nashville?
A My sister.
Q I"msorry?
A My sister.
Q What is your sister's nane, please?
A Kel | ey Nel son
Q KELLY?
A EY.
Q E Y. And where does Kelley Nelson live, please?
A She lives at 1036 Cedar Creek Village Road in
M. Juliet --

Q Okay.
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A -- 37122. Her phone nunber is (615) 754-7559.
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she owns her

Q

Okay. Thank you very much for that

own home and has been there for severa

years.

i nfor mati on.

What is your tel ephone nunber where you live

presently?

A

Q
A

Q

I"mcurrently at (503) 674-2521

What is your date of birth, Ms. Geen?

2-14-48.

And where did you attend school, beginning

col | ege?

A

W th

Um | went to Jefferson State Community College in

Bi rm ngham Al abana.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Are you a native of A abama?

No, sir.

Where did you grow up?

I was an Arny brat.

(Laughi ng.)

| have no roots, honestly. |[|'ve never lived

anywhere nore than about three or four years.

Q

Okay. When did you finish --

Is the Jefferson

State Community Col Il ege in Birm ngham a four-year degree or

is that a two-year degree?

A

Q

year,

It's a two-year degree.

And what

pl ease?

-- Wen did you get your degree?

What
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A In 1984.
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Q What was your degree in?

A In nursing. Associate's Degree of Nursing.

Q Al right. Have you ever gone back and finished a
bachel or' s degree?

A No, | have not.

Q Do you have any other formal education beyond your
1984 Associate's Degree in Nursing?

A Just different certifications, et cetera. No
col | ege.

Q Okay. And what types of certifications have you
obt ai ned, pl ease?

A | have nmy ACLS, ny -- which is Advanced Cardi ac
Life Support; | have PALS, which is Pediatric Advanced Life
Support; and | have nmy NRP, which is Neonatal Resuscitation
sonet hi ng.

Q | take it that you began working in nursing after
you finished your associate's degree in 1984; is that
correct?

A Yes. | went directly into a neonatal intensive
care unit from nursing school

Q Al right. And where did you work? What hospitals
have you worked at as a nurse since you finished your
degree, please?

A | started out at Menorial Medical Center in
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at Birmngham Umm then | went to Tall ahassee, Florida. |
don't remenber the nanme of the hospital. Then | went to
Mernorial -- No. Then | went to the University of

Col unbia -- University of Mssouri in Colunbia, Mssouri
then I went to Ol ando Regional Medical Center in Ol ando,
Florida. | was a traveler at these -- during this tine,
nost of it --

Q Al right.

A -- also. Then | went to -- then | did home health
care nursing for a year, then | worked at Central Florida
Regi onal Hospital in Sanford, which is just outside of
Olando. Umm then | went to Parish Medical Center in
Titusville, Florida.

Q Okay.

A Umm -- shoul d have brought ny resune.

Q (Laughi ng.)

A (Laughing.) Oay. Fromthere |l went to -- | don't
recall all the names of the hospitals, I'msorry. | was
doing three-nonth contracts. | went to Corpus Christi; then

| went to Popka, Florida; then | went to New York somewhere
up in the Catskills; then | went to Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina; then to Wattville, North Carolina; then to

Pi nehurst, North Carolina; then Charlotte, North Carolina;

then to Vanderbilt in Nashville. And while in Nashville, |
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worked at -- No. | work at Emanuel first for three nonths,

and then |'ve been at Doernbecher Children's Hospital for a

year .
Okay. |Is that pretty nuch a conplete list?
Yes, sir, to the best of ny know edge, w thout ny
resune in front of nme. | may have left out one or two.
Q Well, you did well. | can understand it's hard to

have all this conmtted to menory, so unless you can think
of any nore, that will be fine. | understand there may be
one or two that you couldn't presently recall

A | -- 1 couldn't, not without taking nore tinme to
wite themall down and make sure.

Q Al right.

A That's to the best of ny know edge at this point.

Q Ms. Green, explain to nme why it is you travel ed
around so much.

What -- What caused you to work at all these
di fferent hospital s?

A Well, when | first got out of school, after
graduating from Birm ngham which is where | had lived for
several -- a fewyears -- like | said, growing up | had
traveled with ny famly. M parents were gypsies, and
just traveled with them Umm | was wi dowed at the age of

25 and kind of went where | wanted to and got in the habit
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Umm after | got out of school, there were no
nursing jobs in Nashville. The narket was real slow at the
tine. And a friend of mne, who graduated with nme, we went
to Savanna. A year later, | went back to Nash -- back to
Bi rm ngham stayed there, then, for a while. Then that's
when | -- After those first two jobs, that's when | actually
started doing travel nursing for three or four assignnents,
and then | settled in Olando for a few years.

Then | married. | nmarried a man who's retired from
the Arny, who, after 20 years, enjoys traveling, also. So
we bought an RV, and we just enjoy seeing different parts of
the country. | only work three days a week, and we -- W
play a |ot.

Q Okay. And as you worked at these various

hospitals, is that what you call -- refer to as trave
nur si ng?

A Correct.

Q And tell ne how that -- how that works. How that
is --

A How t hat works is there are different conpanies

around the country. The one | worked nostly with was called
A ston Flying Nurses. They're based out of Dallas, Texas.
| did work for two or three other conpanies for one or two

contracts, but | nostly stayed with A ston at the tine.
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where you -- basically ask you where you want -- where you
would |ike to go, and you agree on a place and the pay, and
they tell you where to go pick up a key and nove into a
furni shed apartment and work for three nonths on a contract
in hospitals that are very short staffed.

Urm havi ng our own RV, however, right now we just,
you know, we just provide our own housing, and if you work
with a conpany that provides housing, then they give you a
subsidy in lieu of, umm housing. Right nowl'mwth Stat.
It's a large registry here in Portland, and |I'm working on
umm contracts through them

Q When you say "working on contracts," | presune that
when you are referred to a particular hospital, you enter
into sone kind of agreenent with themstating the terns and
condi tions of your enploynment there.

I's that how it works?

A Correct.

Okay.

For exanple, | work -- you know, | work six shifts
in a tw-week period at X anount of dollars per hour for a
period of three nonths or sonetines four nonths.

Q Okay. You told nme that you apparently had done
this somewhat intermttently. | believe you nentioned you

did sone of this, and then you settled for a while, |
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Q And then you began doing this again
Have there been any other cities other than in
O | ando where you have settled for, you know, nore than a --
say three- to six-nonth period during this tine?

A Umm for the short while that | noved over to
Titusville, umm before we -- before we started traveling,
umm there was a church over there that ny husband and
were attending that was a 50-nmile drive, and we wanted to
stay -- we wanted to be closer to the church, and so we
noved over there for, umm think it's about nine nonths.

Q Okay. But for the other cities you've listed, you
were there for typically three nonths; is that right?

A Sonetines six. And in Wattville, North Carolina,
I renewed nmy contract every three nonths for a year like
|'ve done here at Doernbecher's.

Q Okay. Now, how | ong were you at Vanderbilt?

A Three years.

Q And when did that tine period begin, please?

A | started as a traveler -- Um |I'm-- |'m
t hi nking, sir.

Q That's fine. Take your tine.

A | believe it was February of '95. Sonewhere in

t here.
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Q Ckay. Do the best you can.
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A And | took a contract working in the open heart
unit. Unm we did heart transplants and post-op open hearts
on children and adults, and | renewed there, also, stayed
for a year. Then after a year at that particular unit, the
managenent of the hospital decided to close the unit.

They integrated the adults into the adult surgica
I CU and noved the infant hearts, but -- children hearts up
to the pediatric ICU, and that's when | started working up
through the registry, through Vanderbilt's registry, not as
a traveler -- through a travel conpany at that tinme. |
signed up with Vanderbilt's own in-house registry, but | did
work on contracts, also

Q Al right. D d you say, as best as you can recal
t oday, you began with the Vanderbilt registry sonetinme
around February or so of 1996? |s that about right?

MR RYAN. No, | think --

A ' 95,

Q I"msorry?

A '"96 -- '96-'97, '97-'98 -- | believe it was '95.
Q Okay. | understood you to say earlier that you

t hought you began with the open heart unit in February of
'95 and that you worked there about a year until that unit
cl osed.

A Correct. And then what was your question? | may



25 have m sunder st ood you.

JOHNSON, MOORE, HENDERSON & KONSTEN (503) 226-3313



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

14

Q When di d you begin working for -- | understood you
began working for the Vanderbilt registry after the open
heart unit.

A Correct. I'msorry. | msunderstood your
guesti on.

Q Okay. Now, the question is: when did you begin
as best you can recall, working for the Vanderbilt registry?

A It woul d have been early in '96.

Q Okay. Now, when you began doi ng that work, what
was the typical termof your enploynent? |n other words,
you told ne earlier that you typically worked three days a
week while you were traveling, and what |'m | ooking for now
is what your arrangenent was when you were working for the
Vanderbilt registry?

A It was still three days a week. That's considered
full time in an intensive care when you do 12-hour shifts.

Q Okay. And was that your -- your typical work shift
for the entire tine you worked in the pediatric intensive
care unit at Vanderbilt?

A No. There were tinmes when | picked up overti nes;
woul d sonetines work four days a week.

Q Okay. But you worked at |east three days a week
for the entire period that you worked for the Vanderbilt

Pediatric Intensive Care Unit; is that correct?
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A Yes, sir. And | believe | did that for about a
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year before | started floating to -- then | would, unm also
work in other parts of the hospital when they needed ne to.

| would work in the Adult CCU, the Adult ICU, Neurotrauma --
unm | worked in some of the other 1CUs, also. | didn't
stay -- | stayed with -- | stayed with Pediatric |CU,
believe, for about a year before | started doing other units
in the hospital

Q Okay. So you began at the Pediatric Intensive Care
Unit sonetine around February 19967

A Correct.

Q And you woul d have presunmably worked there unti
about February of '97? |s that accurate?

A My nonths may be a little off, sir. |'mnot --
don't recall exactly. Al that information would be with
with the registry at Vanderbilt.

Q Okay. When you ceased working for the Pediatric
Intensive Care Unit at Vanderbilt, where did you work after
t hat ?

A Um well, | told you | also worked sone of the
other units in the hospital

Q Ri ght. And you worked those units after you ceased
working for the PICU, correct?

A Well, also while | was with the PICU, sonetines

would work in other units during that tinme, too.
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Q | understand that, but, | nean, did you -- once you
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ceased working in the PICU, you continued to work in other

nursing units at Vanderbilt; is that correct?

A That's correct. | also did a -- | worked for about
nine nonths with the Departnent of Neurology during -- doing
research as a staff person. | forgot.

Q Was there any particul ar reason why you ceased
working in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit sonetine early
in 199772

A Um why | stopped working -- Yes, there was a
reason. | had ny -- one of ny con -- the contract | was
wor ki ng on was over, and | had an opportunity to work, unmm

at St. Thomas, umm on a travel assignment through O ston,

the conpany out of Dallas. So | went -- instead of working
on contract with obligated shifts, | dropped down to part
time in the PICU while | worked full time over in -- at

St. Thonas.

During that three-nmonth period, | had -- |
devel oped, for the first tinme in nmy life, some hypertension
and | was on different types of medication trying to get it
regul ated and, unm for that period of tinme, had sone health
probl ens; was able to maintain ny contract at Vanderbilt --
| nean, at St. Thonas, but at Vanderbilt | had called -- |
had cancel |l ed sone of ny shifts.

I think I had signed up for like one extra shift a
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anot her, sonething like that. And | know I'd cancell ed
about half of them gave themthe appropriate tinme that we
were allowed to have to cancel the shifts.
The nurse nanager was not happy about that and

asked the registry not to send ne back into that unit for a
period of three nonths. And that's when | took the staff
position with the Departnent of Neurol ogy.

Q Okay. Who was the nurse manager who requested that
you not be sent back to the PICU for a period?

A Pat Chenger.

Q Okay. Did you generally get along well with --
with Ms. Chenger, Pat Chenger?

A Yes. | had no problens with Pat Chenger up unti
that time, and when | had -- | had a neeting with her and
the director of the -- Judy -- the director of the registry.

Her nanme is Judy sonething. Umm the three of us had a

neeting, and Judy, unm felt like -- | nean, | felt like
Judy told ne she was -- what's -- what's the tern? -- in ny
corner, trying to get -- trying to get Pat to see that | had

been a good enpl oyee.

She pulled all the records of the times that | had
wor ked, how I'd worked overtine, how |I'd gone in when | was
call ed extra. She pulled the hours worked, which were above

and beyond what were required and asked for and showed her,
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when | had the docunented health problens, trying to get ny
bl ood pressure nedication regulated, that | was a good

enpl oyee. And Pat agreed. But she said her staff was upset
that | had cancelled those -- think it was eight shifts in
the three-nonth period. And she said that her staff was
upset. | don't know who on the staff, because | really got
along well with everybody in the staff, too.

Q So you never had any personal problens of any kind,
that you're aware of, with anybody on the staff in the PlICU?

A None, what soever.

Q Okay. Umm Ms. Green, | know fromny review of the
records at Vanderbilt that you took care of Philip Patrick
while he was a patient at the Vanderbilt PICU

Do you recall that?
A Yes, sir.
Q Tell nme what, if anything, you have reviewed in

preparation for giving this deposition today.

A Not hi ng.

Q Okay.

A Ms. Patrick sent me -- about a year ago, she sent
ne a-- 1 don't know -- | don't recall if it was a

deposition or a court proceedi ngs of when the doctors
testified before Child Protective Services. She sent that

tonme. It was a legal docunent. And then | think attached
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brief. And, umm | read through it at that tinme.

Then when we bought our new RV, even though it's
quite a large one, and | noved into it, and | went through
everything | owned, and | believe | did not keep that. At
the tine | thought, well, if |I ever need it, | can get it
again. But | didn't have it to review, so |I've had nothing
to review for this today

Q Okay. Have you spoken with anyone about this
deposi tion?

A No, sir, | have not.

Q Al right. Wen was the last tine you had any
conmmuni cation with Ms. Patrick?

A It's probably been six nonths except for a -- an
e-mai |l that was not a personal e-mail. It looked like it
was sent out to many people just inform ng us of the 20/20
show t hat was going to be shown.

Q Just inform ng you of when the segnent on Philip
was going to air on tel evision?

A Correct.

Q Al right. Umm do you renenber, Ms. Green, how
nmany occasi ons you took care of Philip Patrick while he was
a patient at Vanderbilt?

A No, sir, | don't recall how nany tines.

Q What is your best estimate?
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A Sir, | really don't know how to answer that.
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been, untm-- | really can't recall -- 10, 15 tines. |t nay
have been less; it may have been nore. |'msorry, but |
just don't recall.

Q Well, you don't have the records there in front of
you, but | will tell you that | have reviewed the nursing
records, and it appears to ne fromthose records that you
took care of himon six shifts --

A Si x?

Q -- dated Septenber 3, Septenber 5, Septenber 6,
Sept enber 15, Septenber 16 and Cctober 5, 1996.

Are you able today to say one way or another
whet her that -- those dates are accurate?

MR RYAN: (Object to the form

A No nore other than to take your word for it.

Q Al right. That's fine.

A | nmean, | --

Q BY MR BRYANT: | just wanted to know whet her you

had any recall of anything nore or |ess than that.

A No, it may have seened nore in ny -- it nmay seem
nore to ne because of the fact that Vanderbilt's Pediatric
ICUis built in a semcircle with no walls between the
patients. It's an open unit.

And if | didn't have the actual care of him I'm

sure | was -- you know, | nean, we would hear about him and
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if I was taking care of the child next to him So like
said, like |l told youin ny first answer, | can't -- |
couldn't tell you how many times | took care of him

Q Okay. That's fine. Umm you would not have taken
care of Philip other than while he was a patient in the
Intensive Care Unit; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q So you did not care for himwhen he was out on the
floor, pediatric floor?

A That's correct.

Q Okay. Umm do you renenber anything as you sit
there today about what Philip's condition was when you first
took care of himas his primary nurse?

A Umm the first day | took care of Philip, he was
having problens with his stools. | believe that was the
main i ssue. He was having constant watery |iquid stools,
and he was having to work real hard to rel ease the stools.

Q Do you recall any particular interventions that you
or others did to deal with the problemof his stool s?

A | don't believe anybody was doi ng anything at that
tinme, other than just, umm confort nmeasures and trying to
cal m hi m and soot he him

Q Do you recall any other problens -- and |I'mtalking

about nedical problens -- that Philip experienced during the
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A Well, he had a lot of just normal | CU problens,
soneti nes needi ng oxygen, umm his feedings, umm there's --
there's just so much involved with an intensive care child,
but, no, sir, | can't recall anything right off the top of
ny head wi t hout going over notes.

Q Okay. When did you first neet Ms. Patrick?

A The first norning | took care of Philip

Q Okay. Describe her as you found her to be as you

got to know her through taking care of Philip as a patient.

A Well, | do distinctly remenber in report that
norning, | had been off for a few days, and so | wasn't
aware -- | didn't know Philip, and when we were saying who
woul d take who -- 'cause we just kind of speak up, and
nobody chose Philip. And | said, "Wll, I'lIl take him"

And sonebody nade the comment, "Well," to the

effect of, "Better you than ne."

And | said, "Wiy? Wat's the problenP"

And they said, "Well," unm "He's got a" -- "Hs
nother is a problem™

And | said, "Wat do you nean?"

And they said, "Well, she's one of those nothers
who's -- who watches over you and nmakes sure you do
everything right." And this particular nurse said, "Don't

get in a hurry and give an IV without swabbing the IV with
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remenber that -- that conversation.

Q Was that --

A So when | net -- Wien | wal ked out, then, and
she -- | don't believe she was at the bedside the first few
m nutes, but she cane into the room and | just, umm took

care of Philip like | would take care of any intensive care
child, and Julie and | tal ked about his care and his
problems. And | didn't have any problens with Julie that
day.

Q Okay. Now, the statenment that you have related to
us, as | understood, was made during report the first
norning you cared for Philip; is that right?

A Kind of Iike after report, like we're gathering up
our bel ongings and getting ready to go out into the unit to
get report. W get a roomreport, like we sit around a
conference table and the charge nurse passes report onto the
other -- to the oncom ng charge nurse and the new nurses are
sitting around, they go -- they give like a one-mnute
synopsis of who's in the unit and what's going on, and then
the new charge nurse will say, "Okay. Wuo was here
yesterday? Wo wants bed four and five?"

And so and so will say, "Wll, | had six and
seven." So it was kind of Iike a group thing. And then it

was -- after we took our assignments, then we're getting
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nurses that -- | have no idea who it was. It was just one
of the nurses who evidently was there and aware of sone
probl ems who told me what | just related.

Q And she said, essentially, "Better you than ne
because his nother is a problem and she watches you cl osely
and criticizes if you don't do things correctly?"

I's that essentially what was sai d?

A That's essentially what was said, that -- that
she's very particular and wants you to do things right. And
she gave ne the exanple of, "Don't get in a hurry and give
an |V ned without using alcohol on the -- the ports.™

Q Al right. M. Geen, do you renenber anything
el se that was said on this occasion about Philip or
Ms. Patrick beyond what you just told us about?

A There nmay have been other things that | was told at
the tine that | may have -- at this particular nonent, |
can't recall.

Q Okay. And you told us that on that first day you
and Ms. Patrick got along fine; had no problem correct?

A Correct.

Q How di d things go after that between you and
Ms. Patrick?

A | feel like, umm-- Well, | just get along with all

ny parents. | -- | don't have a problemdealing with
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| -- 1 can get along well with them | never have
conplaints fromparents. And so | didn't think it unusual
that Julie and | got along well. W did. W got along
wel I .

Q As far as you know, did Ms. Patrick ever conplain
to anyone about any care that you rendered to Philip?

A Not that | know of.

Q Al right. Did M. Patrick ever conplain to you
about the care rendered by any of the other nurses in the --
at Vanderbilt?

A She may have.

Q Do you recall any conplaints that Ms. Patrick nmade
to you or in your presence about any of the nursing care
that Philip received at Vanderbilt?

A She probably did, but | can't recall what they
woul d have been.

Q Okay.

A M nor things, if anything.

Q Well, if you cannot recall any, | nmean, what is it
t hat causes you to say she probably did conplain?

A You're right. Umm | can't think of anything
specific. That doesn't mean it -- | don't know. | can't
t hi nk of anything specific.

Q Al right. Wre you ever present, Ms. Geen, when
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better word, I'll use the word "run-in," with any of the
ot her nurses at Vanderbilt?

A Was | present when she had a di sagreenent with the
ot her nurses?

Q Yes, ma'am of any kind.

A Not that | can recall

Q Okay. Were you ever present when the doctors who
were caring for Philip were present with -- with
Ms. Patrick?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And who do you renenber taking care of
Philip in ternms of the physicians?

A | don't renenber their nanes.

Q Okay. What is it that you renmenber about
di scussi ons between the doctors and Ms. Patrick where you
were involved or you were there?

A Well, one was the very first day that | took care
of Philip when Philip had a -- a central line in his groin
| believe that it was his left groin, but |'mnot sure.
Umm and she was concerned that because of all of this
liquid runny stools, that his central |line was going to get
contam nated; that she didn't think it was -- Okay. Now --
and | remenber her saying this, and it's not like it was

directed at a particular nurse, but she didn't feel like it
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it out of -- you know, how could she protect that? And,
umm -- and | know she tal ked to the doctor about that.

Q Do you remenber which doctor she tal ked to about
this subject?
A | don't renenmber his nane.
Q Okay. But it was a male doctor, as you renenber?
A Yes.
Q And tell ne as nmuch, as best you can, exactly what

t hat conversation was. You may not be able to renenber the

exact words, but if you could give ne the substance of it as

you recall it, |I'd appreciate it.

A Well, earlier that norning when we were -- Julie
was filling nme in on his stool problens, | asked her had --
and -- and trying to protect this central catheter from

getting soiled every tine he had a stool, unm | asked
Julie, "Had they ever tried a rectal catheter?"

And she said, "Well, what"

"Arectal Foley."

And she said, "Well, what's a rectal Fol ey?"

And | said, "Well, it's like a catheter, but it
goes up into the rectum and it can stay there, and it's got
holes that let the liquid stool conme out, and that way he
woul dn't -- maybe it would relieve" -- | was just telling

her sonme maybes; that, you know, maybe it would relief the
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Umm and she was asking ne questions about it, and
| was telling her about it. And so when this particular
doctor cane by, she asked him "Wat about a -- a recta
catheter?" And, umm-- umm | cannot recall exactly what
his response was. | don't know if | wal ked anay fromthe
bed at that tinme or just got preoccupied with what | was
doing. | don't renenber what his response was.

Q Ms. Green, can you renmenber anything el se of that
conversation beyond what you have told us about?

A Only that Julie appeared to me to be concerned on
trying to relieve pain in her child and not wanting his
catheter to get -- | nmean, not wanting his central line to
get contam nated

Q Do you recall any nore about discussions she had
with this doctor that she tal ked with about a recta
catheter?

A | just renenber him-- her asking him but | don't
remenber what his response was.

Q Do you renmenber anything el se about that
conversation that you haven't already related to us today?

A Not at this tinme.

Q Ms. Green, do you renenber any other discussions
for which you were present between Ms. Patrick and any of

t he doctors at Vanderbilt?



25

A There was a conversation with her and

JOHNSON, MOORE, HENDERSON & KONSTEN (503) 226-3313



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Dr. Despo
Q
terms of
A
Q
A

al | oned i

Q

nde (Ph), umm nuch later. She was --

Excuse ne. Wen you say "nuch | ater,'

hours or days or --

VWell, | believe it was the |ast --

-- what are you referring to there,

pl ease?

-- | believe it was the |last day that she was

nto the I CU

Okay. And tell nme, if you would, please,

what do you renmenber about this conversation between

Ms. Patri
A
canme back
sonet hi ng

know what

ck and Dr. Desponde?

Vel |, she had been over

to the library,

and she

, and she told nme that she had been | ooki ng up

, and when Dr. Desponde

she was tal ki ng about.

29

you nmean in

ma' am

cane -- and | didn't even

Sone of the stuff she was

tal ki ng about was even over ny head. And | told

| really

didn't know " | said, you know,

talk to one of the doctors about that."

just a sl

and 1'ms

just -- |1
this, and
why this?

And so when Dr. Desponde cane by,

her, "Well,

ew of questions. | nean, she was saying, "Wl
orry that | can't recall what she was saying, b
could see her in nmy mnd saying, well, what ab

if you did this, and how about such and such

And he appeared to get,

unm frustrated,

and he

"You just need to

she asked him

ut

out

and
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know -- For ne" -- How did he put it? Just a mnute. 'l
tell you, 'cause | renenber that comment. "For you to
understand all the decisions that we nmake, you would have to
go to nursing school. | can't explain all of that to you."

Q And you say you don't renenber what the subject
matter was?

A Um no, sir, | don't.

Q Okay. Do you recall anything nore about that
conversation, Ms. Green, other than what you told us?

A Not at this time, | don't.

Q Wul d you say that Dr. Desponde was rude to
Ms. Patrick on this occasion?

A No, | wouldn't say he was rude. | would say he was
maybe frustrated

Q Okay. What causes you to say you think that maybe
he was frustrated?

A Um the way he just kind of had an exasperation
before that remark

Q Okay. And what do you --

A Meani ng a (indicating).

Q Sort of a sigh?

A Sort of a sigh. And not really rolling his eyes,
but | ooki ng away while he was thinking, "How can | say what

| want to say?," and --
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A Not -- but not that he was rude, no.

Q Al right. Can you tell us any nore about this
conversation, Ms. Patrick -- I'msorry -- Ms. Green, other
t han what you've already told us here today, the one between
Dr. Desponde and Ms. Patrick that you were relating to us?

A | can't think of anything right now

Q Do you renmenber any other discussions, when you
were present, discussions between any of the Vanderbilt
physicians and Ms. Patrick?

A No, sir

Q Did you ever w tness an occasi on when you thought
any of the Vanderbilt physicians were rude to Ms. Patrick?

A No, sir

Q Did you ever attend any care conferences relating
to Philip's care?

A Yes, sir.

Q And how many occasi ons of those did you do?

A One for sure and maybe anot her

Q Whi ch one do you renmenber when you say you attended
one for sure?

A Vell, it was -- the one | renenber for sure was not
really a care conference. It was when all of us that were
involved with his care were invited into a conference room

to tell us about why they had taken custody of Philip away



25 fromMs. Patrick.
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Q Okay. And that was after the fact, as you
understand it?
A Correct.

Q After custody had been taken?

A Correct.

Q Do you know what the date of that conference was,
ma' anf

A It was the sane day that Dr. Desponde nade t hat
remark, and that was the sane day -- Oh, the day of the

conference. Wen was the conference? Umm maybe one or two
days later.

Q One or two days after the Departnment of Human
Servi ces had taken custody of Philip?

A Correct.

Q Now, who attended the care conference that you're
descri bing, the one you renenber?

A | don't remenber the name of the physician, but
there -- and | don't know names. |'msorry. | know there
was sonmebody there from umm social work, sonebody there
fromadm nistration, | believe, and then there was just
several of us nurses.

Q Were there any doctors there?

A Yes, there was.

Q Okay. How nany doctors were present, as best you
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A One, that | know of, and | just don't know if any
of the others were doctors or not.

Q Okay. And when you say there was sonmeone from
soci al work present, do you nean sonmeone enpl oyed at the
hospital or soneone fromthe Departnent of Human Servi ces?

A Enpl oyed at the hospital

Q Okay. And do you recall who that person was or
t hose persons were?

A No, | don't.

Q And you say there was soneone there from

adm ni strati on?

A | said it could have been. | -- you know, they
i ntroduced -- there were about four or five people in there.
| knew the doctor; | did not know the others. They were

introduced to us, but | don't recall who they were or

exactly where they were from other than one from socia

wor k.
Q Okay. Umm do you have any nmenory of -- if you
don't know their nanes -- what their titles or jobs were?
A No, sir

Q Okay. You said there were four or five people
present ?
A Besi de us nurses.

Q How nmany nurses were there?
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A Probably six or eight.
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Q Okay. And where did the neeting take pl ace?

A Ina-- in a conference roomin the unit.

Q Okay. Now, you say you -- you knew the doctor, but
you don't recall the doctor's name; is that right?

A That's correct.

Q If | were to give you sone nanes, would you be able

to recall?

A No. If | saw him | would be able to recall.
Q Okay.

A I may. | don't know.

Q It's a man, then?

A Correct.

Q Al right. And how -- How woul d you describe this

person, if you can recall his appearance?

A Oh, | amnot good at that. Sort of an olive skin
and dark hair; 45. | may know -- | may -- | may recognize
his name. | don't know.

Q Okay. Well, let me ask you this.

O her than Dr. Desponde and the other doctor that
you nentioned earlier who had the conversation with
Ms. Patrick about a rectal catheter, what doctors do you
remenber having conversations with about Philip Patrick?
A | don't renenmber their nanes.

Q Okay. Do you renmenber ever having any
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A Actual Iy, that nane sounds awfully fam liar and may
be the person |'mtal ki ng about.

Q Ckay. well --

MR RYAN. | don't nean to interrupt, but why
don't you go through the list of the names and see if that
hel ps. They just may be familiar to her or she nay be able
to identify him

MR BRYANT: That's what |'mgoing to try to
do here.

MR RYAN: | apol ogi ze.

MR BRYANT: -- to a certain extent.

Can you tell me, Ms. Green, whether you renenber
ever having any conversations with Dr. John Barnard about
Philip Patrick?

A | had conversations with alnost all of his doctors
on a daily basis that | took care of Philip as they would
cone to the bedsi de and ask me how he was doing, but | can't
recall what was said in those conversations or who exactly |
said themto.

Q Okay. So to be sure you and | are comuni cati ng,
you don't recall any specific conversations with Dr. John
Barnard about Philip; is that right?

A Not specific -- | may have, but not that | can

remenber that it was with himspecifically.
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Q That's fine. Wat about Dr. Gerald Hi ckson?
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Did you ever talk to Dr. Hi ckson about Philip

Patrick?

A | may have, but that nanme doesn't sound famliar.

Q Okay. What about Dr. Brent Polk? Did you ever
talk to Dr. Pol k about Philip Patrick?

A Pol k. | believe Dr. Polk's the one that was --
took us in that roomand talked to us with the book.

Q Okay. Do you recall any conversations you had
with --

A -- with Dr. Polk? Yes, sir. | believe he's the
gentl eman | was descri bi ng.

Q Al right.

A Um-- | believe. But | still could be wong.
It's -- But | believe that was him And, yes, sir, | would
talk to himon -- when | took care of Philip when he woul d

cone by the bedside.

Q O her than this neeting that you now think Dr. Pol k
attended, the care conference we've tal ked about a mnute,
do you recall any other conversations with Dr. Brent Polk
about Philip Patrick?

A Not hing in particular, without review ng nmy notes
or sonething, no, sir.

Q Now, what notes do you have beyond the hospital

record about this case?
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A Ch, | have none.
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Q You have no personal notes at all?

A None, what soever.

Q Okay. So without review ng your notes, as |
understand it, you don't have any nmenory of any di scussions
with Dr. Brent Pol k about Philip Patrick?

A No. | remenber discussing Pat -- Philip with
Dr. Polk, but | don't renenber specifics, other than
Philip's care about how his -- | was told in a report how
his night went; for exanple, the doctors would conme by in
the nmornings and sit there and go over the notes and over
the nursing notes fromthe night before and ask, "Wre there
any problens?" and if there was a problem | would relay to
him "Well, the night nurse said she had problens with such
and such." And that's pretty nuch the way it's done.

Q Okay. But to be sure you and | are comuni cati ng,
as | understand it, you don't remenber any of the specifics
of any of these conversations with Dr. Pol k about Philip,
correct?

A Not at this time, | don't.

Q Okay. Did you ever talk to Dr. Karen Crissinger
about Philip Patrick?

A I"msure | have, but | don't renmenber any specifics
ei ther.

Q Okay. Do you renmenber Dr. Crissinger?
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A Yes, sir. | renenber the nane.
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Q Do you recall ever having any conversations with
Dr. Barr, Dr. Fredrick Barr, or he may go by Rick Barr,
about Philip?

A That name doesn't sound as famliar to ne.

Q Okay. Now, let's go back a nmonent, Ms. Green, to
this conference that you were describing for us a few
nonments ago where you say there were four or five people
there other than approximately six or eight other nurses,
and there was a physician there.

Tell nme what you renmenber about that conference, if
you woul d, pl ease

A Um we were told that -- that the -- what we had
heard about the -- about Ms. Patrick not being allowed back
in the unit because of Minchausen was indeed correct; that
t hey had taken custody away, and that she would not be back
inthe unit. And, umm it was -- and then, like |I said, |
believe it was Dr. Polk had a book, umm some nedical book
of sone kind that he read to us the criteria that is used
for diagnosis of Munchausen Syndrone by proxy.

And after reading the -- and as he read them-- and
| don't recall what they are exactly, but as he read them
he gave exanpl es of why he felt Ms. Patrick fit each
criteria. For exanple, | know -- | renenber one of them

being a need for attention. And the excuse -- the reason
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“"Well, you know, she had all of that 20/20 exposure when her
| ast baby was born, and she just still needs that kind of
attention."

And | just -- | recall that one in particular. |
don't remenber the other criterias (sic) and reasons, but |
know he went down the list. And then we were given an
opportunity to ask questions.

Q Okay. And what questions were asked, if any?

A There were sone questions asked, but | don't
remenber specifics on that.

Q D d you ask any, that you renenber?

A | don't believe so

Q Okay. Do you recall anything else, Ms. Green, that
was sai d during this neeting beyond what you have told ne
about ?

A Not hi ng other than just she -- M. Patrick would
not be comng into the unit. Umm-- Oh, and that we -- when
they called into the unit, that we weren't supposed to give
any information other than just basic information. Like one
of the girls asked, "Well, if Philip's on the vent, can we
tell her he's on the vent?" or whatever.

And they said, "Yes, you can -- you can say he's on
the ventilator, but you can't tell her -- if they ask, you

know, 'What percent oxygen is he on?'" or 'have you,'" you
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Were there any ot her exanpl es given, that

defini ng what was permi ssible basic

information as contrasted to specific information that was

not permitted?

A Um we couldn't tell whether we'd gone up or down
on his feeds or up and down on his oxygen or -- other than
just he -- he had a -- that he was stable and, yes, he's
still intubated, and that's about it.

Q Okay. Umm now, have you told nme everything now,
Ms. Green, that you can renenber about what happened at this

conference that you say you attended that we've been

di scussi ng today?

A

There nay have been other things said, but

recall themright now

Q

Okay.

| think when we got started on this,

can't

you

said that you had attended one conference that you renenber

for sure,

A

per haps ot hers.

Do you think there were others?

Vel |,

there was a --

conf erence t hat

"' m thinking of

just renenber a care

in particular, but it may

have even been on another child. [|'mnot sure. So
think that's real -- | nmean, | can't even say that's
rel evant.

Q Well, | guess --

don't
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A Because | can't even -- | don't even think --
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not recalling enough of it right now to even know that we
were even tal king about Philip, so, no.

Q Okay. So, as you sit here today, you cannot
remenber any ot her conference other than this one that you
have described for us in which Philip's care was di scussed;
is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Umm were you present for any other discussions
anong nurses or any Vanderbilt doctors about Ms. Patrick
ot her than what you've already described for us here today?

A Um well, | know after -- after she was not
allowed in the unit anynore, there were, anong ny --
including nyself, two or three other nurses who didn't fee

confortable in not being able to give a report to the famly

when they would call in.
Okay.
A And we nentioned it to our -- we nentioned it to --

| don't knowif it was the clinical nurse specialist there
or if it was Pat Chenger, but we -- two or three of us
nentioned it to themthat, you know, any parent that would
call in, we would give a report. And even though she wasn't
allowed in, we couldn't give her a report over the phone.
And so we were told, then, "Well, okay. W won't

ask you nurses to do that. We will just not -- we'll -- you
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refer all calls to the doctors."

And that's when then the unit secretaries when
they -- 'cause we didn't answer the phones. Rarely. The
unit secretaries answered the phones and would relay themto
us. And, umm the unit secretaries would answer the phones
and woul d just say, "The nurses are busy -- The nurse is
busy right now Can | have the doctor -- |'Il have the
doctor call you back."

Q Okay. Now, you told nme a noment ago that, at |east
in the beginning, you were permtted to provide what you
descri bed as basic information to M. and Ms. Patrick when
they woul d call about Philip.

D d that ever change?

A Wel |, that changed when, like | said, we were told
that we woul d not give any information, that just the -- the
unit secretary would tell the Patricks that the nurse
couldn't cone to the phone or was busy.

Q Okay. | understood you to say that you and two or
three other nurses weren't confortable not being able to

give a report to M. and Ms. Patrick, and that was why the

change was nade. |Is that --
A Correct.
Q -- correct?
A Correct.
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A Now, after that point, | don't -- | didn't talk to
Ms. Patrick anynore on the phone after that point.

Q Al right.

A Because | do renenber tal king to her once when |
was taking care of himand wanting to give a report, but did
not, because | was doing what | was told.

Q Al right. So when you say "give a report," you
nean give nore information than the basic information?

A | wanted to answer her questions, but | couldn't.

Q Okay. So that's what you neant to say about giving
areport; is that correct?

A Correct. | wanted to answer her questions and tel
her how he was doi ng and what was going on, just as | would
if any parent called in the unit and asked ne those
questi ons.

Q Al right. Now, you say you renenber this one
occasi on when you tal ked with her

Is that the only occasion you recall speaking to
Ms. Patrick by tel ephone after the Departnment of Human
Servi ces took custody of hin®

A At the hospital, yes.

Q Okay. And tell me what you recall about that
conversati on.

A Wll, I -- Are we tal king about the conversation
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answer -- | couldn't answer them

Q Okay.

A O | wouldn't answer them because |I'd been told
not to.

Q Al right. And what -- Do you recall what
guestions she asked that you didn't feel like you were
permitted to give answers to?

A They were, umm-- unmm general -- just genera
guestions on what percent oxygen is he on, umm how s he
tolerating his feeds, stuff like that.

Q Do you recall anything else that you were not --

that you were asked that you were not --

A No, because | told her that -- | told her, | said,
"Julie, | can't tell you any nore. | can't tell you nore
than I've told you." And she just stopped asking ne

guestions and hung up.

Q And | presune you'd al ready given her the basic
information that you've told us earlier you were allowed to
give, correct?

A | gave -- | gave what | felt was general

Q And what was the general basic information that you
woul d have been allowed to give on Philip?

A That he was stable and, yes, he was stil

i nt ubat ed.



25

Q kay. Anything el se you can recall? And |

JOHNSON, MOORE, HENDERSON & KONSTEN (503) 226-3313



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

45

realize, without having the record in front of you and
knowi ng precisely what his conditi on was, you may not be
able to answer fully, but is there any other information of
a general type that you were -- that you felt |ike you were
allowed to give as basic information?

A No, | can't recall. It may -- | nmean, | can't even
recall for sure that he was or was not intubated at that
particular time. | nmay have said even, "No, he's not
i ntubated right now," or I don't -- | just know that what |
did tell themwas whatever was the clinical picture at that
noment without giving specifics. | just renenber being
unconfortable at not being able to answer her questions
fully.

Q Okay. And you spoke to the -- either the nurse
practitioner or the supervisor, and they nmade -- the change
was nmade where, fromthen on, the doctors accepted the calls
fromM. and Ms. Patrick; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Now, that is the only tel ephone call --
conversation you renenber having with either M. or
Ms. Patrick while Philip was a patient at Vanderbilt?

A Yes, sir. | talked to themafter he -- after he
di ed.

Q Okay. And tell me about that.
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after Philip died?

MR RYAN: Before you answer, John, we've been
going for a little nore than an hour, and | need to take a
qui ck break.

MR, BRYANT: Ckay.

MR RYAN. Is it all right if we take about a
five-m nute break?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

MR, BRYANT: That okay with you, Ms. Green?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

MR BRYANT: GOkay. Well, why don't -- 1'II
just | eash down the line here, and |'ve got about 11:32, or
t hereabouts, Tom | can stand a break nyself. So let's
take about a five-mnute break, and we'll be back on nmaybe
at about 11:37 or so.

MR RYAN: Right. Nobody hang up their
phones. Everybody just run and do what they need to do and
be back within five m nutes.

MR BRYANT: That's fine.

MR RYAN: Thanks.

MR, BRYANT: Thank you.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER. O f the record.

(Brief recess taken.)

Q BY MR BRYANT: Ms. Green, before this brief break
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di ed, you had sonme additional contact with M. and

Ms. Patrick; is that correct?

Q Coul d you tell ne how that occurred, please?
A The day that custody was taken away fromthe
Patricks, umm there was a -- a nessage from-- Wll, it was

a witten nessage fromthe secretary froma phone call that

needed to get -- that needed to get to Ms. Patrick, and
said, "Well, 1'll take it over to her."

She was at the Ronald McDonal d house. |'d never
been over there, unm but | said, "I'll take it to her."

And | was taking care of Philip that particular day. And,
umm so when | got a break a few mnutes later, | found ny
way over there and wal ked in, and she was by herself, and
she was just crying and sobbing, in tears, and was shaking
and was extrenely upset.

Um and | just -- | went over to her and just put
ny arns around her, and ny feelings and thoughts at that
particul ar noment were, right or wong, she just needed a

hug. So | put ny arns around her, and | just hugged her

And -- And | believe that -- WIlIl, we just -- we talked for
a few nonments. | gave her the nessage, and then | wote ny
phone nunber down. And | said, "If you just want to talk,"

| said, "give ne a call."
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tinme |'ve ever -- ever done that. And having no idea where
it would lead, unm | just felt sorry for her. And
sonetines people just, at atine like that, want to talk
So | gave her ny nunber. And then it was after Philip died
| believe, that she called and asked coul d her and her
husband cone over and visit. And, unm so they canme to ny
house, and we sat around the kitchen table and had coffee
and, unm we visited.

Q How long did they stay at your honme that -- on that
occasi on?

A Probably an hour.

Q What was the subject of the discussion during this
visit?

A Umm over just everything that had happened about

the -- the allegations of the Minchausen and, umm the
doctors and just -- just general talk. | just sat there and
l'i stened.

Q And what was said during this visit at your house
about the doctors?

A Um | don't recall anything in specific, just
that, you know, their being upset over, umm how things were
handl ed.

Q What, in particular, Ms. Green, did they say they

wer e upset about?
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Munchausen and, umm Philip's death and their |loss, their
grief -- umm trying to find reasons.

Q Well, did they tell you they were | ooking for
reasons?

Is that what the -- what the gravanmen or the thrust
of the conversation was?

A The -- The main thrust of their conversation was
their not being allowed in to be with Philip the last --
umm during his | ast days.

Q Okay. And other than they were upset about that,
what did they tell you, if anything?

A Umm we tal ked about the, umm-- | know we tal ked
about the catheter thing, about the rectal Foley thing and
his central line, and, unm she was telling ne some of the
ot her things about the allegations as far as the -- the
Chrom um and, unm other things. And she was trying to
explain all of that, and | didn't really understand it.
um - -

Q When you say she was attenpting to explain all of

that, what do you nean she was attenpting to explain it all?

A What she had been accused of. She was expl ai ni ng,
you know, she said -- 'cause | didn't realize that -- she
said -- She told ne, "Can you believe they have accused ne

of putting Chromumin his feeding tube?"
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just different things like that. But nothing -- | can't --
let's see if there's anything el se.

Q In her discussions with you either in this nmeeting
or at any other tinme, Ms. Green, did Ms. Patrick ever
nention to you that she had been accused of Miunchausen's at
ot her hospitals, other than Vanderbilt?

MR RYAN. (Object to the formof the question

THE WTNESS: Sir?

MR RYAN. |, fromtime to time, Ms. Green,
may nake objections to M. Bryant's questions, but that's
for the record. You're --

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

MR RYAN. You're not to focus on ny
obj ections, but to go ahead and answer his questions. Down
the road a judge will review the questions and nmy objections
and determ ne whether or not the objections are well taken
or not.

THE WTNESS: | understand

MR RYAN. And we don't have a judge on today

to do that, so your obligation is to go ahead and answer the

guesti on.
A | can't renenber if | heard that the first tine
fromJulie or from-- in that neeting we were in or if it

was just a runor floating around the unit. | can't recal
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Q BY MR BRYANT: But is it your recollection that
you had heard at sone tine from sonmeone that she had been
accused of Miunchausen's at other hospitals before
Vanderbilt? 1Is that your nenory?

A Yes. Yes.

Q But you don't recall whether that was from
Ms. Patrick, herself, or from others?

A No, | don't.

Q Okay. Do you recall anything other -- else about
this neeting with M. and Ms. Patrick when they cane to your
horme followi ng Philip's death?

Not hi ng specific, no.

Did they ask you to do anythi ng?

> O >

No, sir.

Q When they left that evening, | nmean, how -- Wre
you-all to nmeet again or was it good-bye or what was what
was the arrangenent, if anything, between you-all when they
| eft your hone that night?

Umm at that point, nothing.

Al right.

> O >

Not hi ng.
Q The way you answered that nade nme think perhaps
there was anot her tine.

A At another tine she called ne, and | don't renenber
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when it was, and she just asked ne, well, do you renenber
this, or do you renenber that, 'cause she was going over --
| don't know if she'd gotten the charts or what, and | woul d
tell her, well, | -- Yeah, | remenber that; or, no, | don't
remenber this, and -- and what little bit | did know, she
asked ne, would | neet with an attorney, her attorney, and
agreed. And so we got together one afternoon, and | told
hi mbasically what I"'mtelling you today.

Q What was that attorney's nane?
| don't recall.
Where did the neeting with the attorney occur?
At a restaurant.
In Nashville?
In Nashville.

What was the nane of the restaurant?

> o0 » O *» O >

It's just right down the street from Vanderbilt,
umm Sports Page.

Q Who attended the neeting besides yourself and the
attorney?

A Ms. Patri ck.

Q Anyone el se?

A No.

Q And general |y speaki ng, what was di scussed at that

neeti ng?
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except for -- other than ny resune.

Q Okay. So you provided a resune to then?

A No, | said other than that. (Laughing.)

Q Oh, okay. How long did the neeting |ast?

A About an hour.

Q And, again, how long after the neeting at your hone
did the neeting with the attorney take place?

A Sir, it could have been a nonth -- | mean, it could
have been six months, it could have been nine nmonths. |
don't -- | don't recall.

Q How | ong after Philip's death was the neeting at
your horme when M. and Ms. Patrick came to your hone?

A My best guess is a couple of nonths.

Q Okay. Umm was the tel ephone call that resulted in
the nmeeting with the attorney the next thing that occurred
after the neeting at your hone?

A | believe so.

Q Okay. After you had this neeting with Ms. Patrick
and her attorney at the restaurant, when is the next tine

that you were involved in this matter, in any respect?

A Again, | don't renenber the time frane, but it was
when Julie contacted nme and asked ne would | -- would I
have -- would | go on -- would | be interviewed by 20/20, if

they did a segnent w th 20/ 20.
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t hat ?

A | told her -- | was very reluctant at first. |
told her I didn't think | had anything contributory to -- to
say and told her |I would think about it. She contacted ne

again, and at that point | contacted an attorney just to get

sone advice. | was nore or |ess advised on what | should or
shouldn't say, and -- and then | did the segnent. | did the
i nterview.

Q Ms. Green, what was it about this that caused you
to think, at least initially, that you didn't really have
that nmuch to add?

A Well, because | don't feel like I've -- Umm any
nore than |'ve told you so far today, unless there is sone
ot her specifics that | remenbered closer to the tine that
was going on, umm | just have -- didn't feel that anything
| had to say was significant.

Julie felt that what | had to say was significant.
Um and then -- | nean, | guess a couple of the things
maybe are, but whether they could really, umm help or not,
| don't know.

Q Al right. Wat is it, ma'am that you think that
you know t hat may be significant or naybe perhaps are
significant?

A Well, the magjor two things that | feel were
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for -- Wiile | was caring for Patrick, my observation -- |
nean, for Philip, my observation of Julie was al ways that
she was a caring -- caring parent and would not do anything
to hurt her child because of always wanting us nurses to be
careful with him always wanting us to wash our hands, and,
"I's there anything we can do to nmake hi mnore confortabl e?"
Um -- Unm -- And then when her rights as a parent

were taken away by CPS, unm | just -- | just -- ny own
personal feeling felt that she was not guilty. So -- but,
because it was just ny own -- because it was nmy persona
feeling and what | observed in her, unm-- Well, at that
poi nt when |I'm asked to go on national TV, |I'mnot one of
t hese ki nd of people who -- who gloried in that and want ed
ny 15 mnutes of fanme, so | was reluctant to do it.

Q Okay. And what caused you eventually to decide to
do that?

A Unm because | feel Julie is innocent.

Q Okay. Anything else, Ms. Green, that caused you to
be willing to go on TV?

A No. No other reason.

Q Since the 20/20 interview, have you had additiona
contact with Ms. Patrick or M. Patrick?

A ' ve had none.

Q Okay. Have you now told nme about all the contact
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Vanderbilt or anything related to this?

A | believe so.

Q Have you had any conversations with anyone at
Vanderbilt since you left -- WlIl, since Philip's death,
let's say?

A No.

Q You haven't spoken with any of the doctors there

about hi n®

A No.

Q Nor any of the nurses there about himsince he
di ed?

A No. No.

Q Who did you deal with at 20/207?

A Peggy Fl em ng

Q I's she the only one?

A Umm vyes.

Q Tell me how that arose.

When was the first contact you had from anyone
identified with 20/20?

A | believe her nane is Penny, not Peggy, |'msorry.
Umm she called ne a few nonths back, and it was in the
spring, April or somewhere back in there this year and said
t hat she had been given ny nane by the Patricks, and she

nore or | ess gave nme -- just interviewed nme over the phone
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And that -- Like | said, that's when | contacted an
to get sone advice and then agreed to do it.
Okay. And where did that interviewwth

ng take place?

In my hone.

In Oregon?

Correct.

How long did that interview |l ast?

About an hour.

Di d you ever see a videotape of your interview?
No, sir.

Do you have one in your possession?

Only what was on the 20/20 show itself.

Okay. But the -- the other --

The full interview, no, sir, | do not.

And you' ve never had that?

No, sir.

Okay. Ms. Green, did -- did you ever obtain any

on about Philip's care at the other hospitals where

he had been treated before he cane to Vanderbilt?

A

Q
A
Q

No, sir.
Not at all?
None.

Okay. Tell you what. Let ne | ook back over ny
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per haps has sonme questions he wants to ask as well, but |et
me --

MR RYAN: Wiy don't you go ahead and revi ew
your notes. |'ll be nore than happy to allow you the tine,
and then we'll take it fromthere

MR BRYANT: kay. Look through here.

(Pause in proceedings.)

MR BRYANT: Ckay. Let ne -- |'ve got a few
nore |'ve thought up, Ms. Green. W can go back on the
record here and naybe | can finish.

I s the videographer ready? Let ne know when we're
back on.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: W' re on record.

Q BY MR BRYANT: Al right. M. Geen, you told us
a noment ago that at |east one reason that you agreed to
appear on 20/20 was you didn't think that Ms. Patrick was
guilty; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Um tell me why that is your opinion in this case.

A | personally never saw Ms. Patrick do anything to
harm Philip. Uwm although | only took care of him as you
said, six shifts, it doesn't nean | wasn't in the unit and
talked with her a lot.

Umm what | did observe in her was al ways singing
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know, if there was anything -- If there was anything that
was unconfortable to him she would ask us, "Can we -- Can

we try this, or try that, to make it a little better?"

Um | -- | perceived her only to be a caring
parent, and | -- although |'ve never worked with any parents
who were actually -- any other parents who were ever accused

of Munchausen Syndronme, so ny experience in this is really
none, but | have seen other parents who've abused their
children through the years. |'ve seen sone terrible cases.
And | just did not see that in Ms. Patrick
| did not see her as a harnful parent. And

that's -- That was nmy only own personal perception, and
that's why | chose to help her or anything that | could do
t hat m ght hel p.

Q Al right. Beyond your own personal perception
that you've just described to us, was there anything el se,
Ms. Green, that caused you to believe that Ms. Patrick

didn't do anything to harm Philip?

A Beyond ny own perceptions and observations?

Q Yes, ma'am

A No. | base that solely on what | saw

Q Okay. Now, a noment ago you nentioned, | believe,

that even on the days when you were not taking care of

Philip, you spoke with Ms. Patrick while she was in the
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A If I was working and woul d happen to be taking care
of a child two or three beds away, and Ms. Patrick was in
the room | would always go up and talk to her, yes.

Q Okay. Would you say typically when you had
conversations with her, these were fairly | engthy
conversations or were they --

A At that time, no. It was basically just nore or
| ess, "How are you guys doing? How are the kids at honme?"
Um "I haven't taken care of Philip in a few days. Howis
he doing?" Umm | wouldn't say they were heavy

conversations at all.

Q Okay.

A Because, | nean, | did that -- | did that with any
par ent .

Q Ri ght .

A You know, just breeze through the room "How are

you? What's going on?"
Q Wul d you say that you and Ms. Patrick becane
friends during the tine that Philip was in the unit and she

was present?

A | become friends -- Yeah. Yeah. Not -- Not beyond
the scope of -- of nurse and, umm patient parent. Unm
things that Julie and | discussed, | might or mght not

di scuss with any parent.
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now. |'mabout to be finished, and M. Ryan perhaps wl |
ask sone questions of you as well, but before |I do, | want
to be sure that you have told ne about every conversation
that you remenber with any doctor at Vanderbilt about
Phi l'i p.

You've told us sone of those today, but is there
anyt hing el se that you have -- that has occurred to you
during the renainder of this deposition?

A Not hi ng that has occurred to me right now,
M. Bryant, but, you know, it's been a long tinme, and if |
were to get into a conversation with sonmeone or if | were to
read sonething somewhere or if | were to be asked a certain
question that jogged nmy nmenory, | may think of something
el se.

Q Al right.

A But at this particular point, sir, |I'mbeing as
honest with you as | can

Q Al right, mmam Now, |I'll ask that same question
about any other nurses at Vanderbilt. You've described sone
conversations with nurses about Philip or Ms. Patrick that
you renmenber today.

I's there anything el se that may have occurred to
you that -- specific conversations about himor about

Ms. Patrick that you recall?
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A Not hi ng specific right now.
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MR BRYANT: kay. Umm thank you. | think
that's all | have. | appreciate your patience.
THE W TNESS: Thank you

MR BRYANT: M. Ryan may want to ask.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR RYAN:
Q | do. And Ms. Green, I'Il be as brief as
possi bly can be. Just so that you know who I am [|'m an
attorney fromArizona. | travel around the country
assisting wonen fal sely accused of Minchausen Syndrome by
proxy, and |'ve been asked to represent the Patricks in this
particul ar case, and | wanted to go back to sone things that
you responded to and answered to M. Bryant's questions.
First off, there was sonething that occurred in '95
or '96 | wanted to talk to you about, and that was when Pat
Chenger had requested you to transfer out of the PICU
Do you recall tal king about that?
A Yes, sir.
Q Al right. Tell ne specifically what happened in
t hose set of circunstances. | understand that you had a
health problem but tell nme -- tell ne in detail what had
happened, to the best of your recollection today.

A Um well, | was -- | was no | onger working on
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signing up and just working shifts, but they weren't
guaranteed shifts, and they weren't -- umm | wasn't
obl i gat ed.

There was no -- it wasn't like | was obligated to X
amount of shifts per week, umm and | had no guarant eed
shifts. But I'd sign up for shifts, and | -- | generally --
| generally worked them But | had the opportunity to take
a guaranteed contract over at St. Thomas and | -- which |
did, and so | signed up for fewer shifts inthe PI. And
then when | was at St. Thonmas one night, |, umm-- | al nost
passed out.

My bl ood pressure nedicine that 1'd just started
had caused ny heart rate to drop down to the forties, and

was at work --

Q Wow.
A -- had to go to the ER  And because | was
obligated to the contract, | -- | barely made it through the

three nonths, because | was on about five different
nedi cations, trying to get ny blood pressure regul ated
correctly without all kinds of horrible side effects, like
passing out, unm et cetera.

So, inthat tine, like | said, | cancelled -- Pat
said -- Instead of cancelling eight, |I believe | had signed

up for a total of eight shifts in the three-nonth period,



25 and | cancelled four of them That was it, | believe.
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And she said that that was a 50- percent
cancel lation rate. And, unm that, although she had
no problens with me -- with ne professionally as a nurse and
ny -- my work, it was just the fact that she didn't allow
her staff to cancel 50 percent of their shifts or we
couldn't run a hospital

And | told her, "I understand that, but I" -- and
like | said, | had the director of the departnment, of the
registry, we are in a neeting, and | had had ny nedica
records there and everything, but Pat just said that she
felt it was best that | not work in the unit for two or
three months until | could be back at Vanderbilt and show
that | was -- so her staff could see that | was not going to
be cancelling all my shifts, which | did, | worked in the --
| worked in all the other units of the hospital after that
tinme and -- and then eventually took the staff position at
t he Departnent of Neurology after | got nmy bl ood pressure

nedi cati on regul at ed.

Q D d you have any other problenms with Pat -- Strike
t hat .
How di d you and Pat Chenger get al ong after that
poi nt ?
A | don't believe | ever saw her after that point.

Q Di d Pat Chenger, aside from asking that you | eave
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any alternatives short of asking you to | eave the Pediatric
Intensive Care Unit?

A No.

Q Did you think Pat Chenger had handl ed the matter
fairly, in your way of thinking?

A No, | did not. | felt |I had nedical circunstances;
that it wasn't that | was just being blatantly not working.
And, like | said, Judy had pulled up on the conputer to
rem nd Pat what an -- a good enployee | had been in working
all of ny shifts, plus nore shifts; that | always worked.
And | don't have a problemworking. That was just for
nedi cal reasons in that short period of tine.

Q Were you aware of any other nurses that may have
had difficulty with Pat Chenger?

D d anybody express anything to you?

A Not that |'m aware of.

Q Okay. |Is any of your -- Strike that.

Did your difficulties with Pat Chenger provide you
any notivation in terms of going to 20/207?

A Oh, absolutely not.

Q Did your run-in with Pat Chenger provi de you any
notivation in assisting Julie Patrick or talking to Julie
Patrick?

A Absol utely not, no. Absolutely not.
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Q Al right. Umm going back to the tinme after
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Ms. Patrick had been renoved fromthe care, custody, and
control of her son Philip, you had expressed that you felt
unconfort abl e because you were not allowed to fully answer
Ms. Patrick's questions. And what | want to do is explore
with you why it is that you felt unconfortable.

A Because we often give -- W always give reports to
famly -- to parents who have to |eave the -- the unit, for
what ever reason, and they call back in and they ask
guestions. And as a nurse, | answer those questions to the
best of ny ability.

| feel that every parent has that right to know

what's going on with their child. And in the one

conversation that |, nyself, had with Ms. Patrick, |ike
said, | just remenber feeling unconfortable because ny --
It's -- It's like your loyalty's being torn, you know, [|'m

doing what | was told in nmy place of enploynent, but yet the
professional nurse in nme said -- told nyself, you know, this
is not right. This parent has a right to know what's going
on with their child. Right or wong, at that point, it
was -- right or wong, she deserves to be given a legitinmate
report on her child.

Q Did you feel that your ability to be honest with
the parents was conproni sed by your instructions to answer

the way you were told to answer?
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A Yes.
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Q Al right. And why did you feel that your ability

to be honest was conprom sed in that regard?

A um - -
Q Because you couldn't give the conplete picture?
A Wel |, because | couldn't give the conplete picture

Even though there was nobody standing there telling, you
know, even overhearing the conversation, it was just -- 1'd
never been faced with that kind of a situation before.

Q Who -- Do you recall who gave you the instructions

to sinply describe certain things but not tell the whole

pi cture?

A Um it was nentioned in the neeting that we had,
the two or three days after the -- but who actually said
that, | don't know

Q Okay. Wien you -- Do you recall who the other
nurses were that went to speak to the nurse nanager about
not being able to give the full information?

A No, | don't.

Q But there were approximately two other -- two to
three other nurses who felt simlarly (inaudible) --

A Yeah, probably -- probably a couple nore. |
remenber we were just standing around tal king about it.
Um | don't even know who they were, you know, ones who

were taking care of him And | said, "Wll" -- you know, |
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"Wll, so and so felt the same way. She was going to say
sonething to Pat." So, you know, whether | was the only one
or sonebody else did, too, 'cause | was told they were going
to. | don't know

Q How was it that they decided not to -- Strike

t hat.

When you went to Pat and described that to her
what was -- How did you interpret her reaction to your
request to be able to get nore infornmation or -- let nme go

back and ask you a nore basic question
When you went to Pat Chenger and told her that you
felt unconfortable about not giving a full report to the

famly, what did she say to you?

A | don't even renmenber that it was Pat. It may have
been Jade --
Okay.
A -- that | talked to. And it was just like in
passing. | was standing at the bedside, and | renmenber them
coming by. | said, "Ch, by the way, you know, | had to talk

to Ms. Patrick, and | didn't give her a full report, because

we were told not to, and | just felt real unconfortable
about that." And | left it at that. And | don't know that
it was -- was or was not responded to. | just told ny

feelings on how | felt; that | felt unconfortable not being
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Q When you say "Jade," are you referring to Jade
Fl oridez (Ph)?

A Yes.

Q How -- Do you know how t he determ nati on or
deci sion was nade that the nurses would not be the ones to
talk to the famly; that they would have the unit secretary
tell the famly that the nurse was busy or could not conme to
t he phone?

A No, | don't know. | don't knowif it's based on
what | said or the ones that they felt -- they were telling
ne they felt the sanme way, too.

Q How was it that you learned that the secretary
woul d answer the phone and tell the fam |y the nurse was
busy and coul d not answer the phone?

A That was just given to me in report or -- No, |
don't even know if it was -- it was either in report or just
goi ng around the unit.

Q When you say, "given to you in report," what does
t hat nmean?

A Meani ng was when | assuned care of Philip one
norni ng that the night nurse would have told ne that.

Q And told you that woul d have been the standing
order; that no one's to take the phone call from

Ms. Patrick but the unit secretary, and she's just going to
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A Right. That they are -- would refer all calls to
t he physi ci an

Q Okay. And when you say that that may have j ust
been going around the unit, what does that nean when you say
t hat ?

A um - -

Q Just what one nurse said to another nurse; passing
it around?

A Right. Right.

Q Did you ever hear a unit secretary answer the phone
for a Patrick call and say, "I'msorry. The nurse is not --
busy or is not able to come to the phone"?

A Yes, | did.

Q And was the nurse available at the tine that the
Patrick famly was told that the nurse was busy, if you
know?

A No, | don't know.

Q Okay. Do you recall any of the nurses talking
about the Patrick famly or Ms. Patrick after the renova

of custody of Philip Patrick?

A Yeah. There was a | ot of speculation in the unit.
There were nurses who would -- and | -- again, | don't
remenber who or exact words, but just -- just typical gossip
stuff on, "Well, | don't think she did it," and another one
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or sonebody woul d say, "Yeah, but she couldn't have nmeant to
harmhim" | nmean, it was kind of like -- | would say, you
know, it was not 50/50, but --

Q There was a split in the nurses?

A There was a split, yeah.

MR RYAN: Okay. | have no further questions
at this tine.

MR BRYANT: And | have none either,

Ms. Green. Thank you very nuch for your tine.

THE WTNESS: You're wel cone.

MR BRYANT: Ms. Green, this reporter, who's
taki ng down the testinony today, will type this up in a few
days, and you will be given an opportunity to read the
transcribed testinony and nake any corrections that you
think are appropriate in what's been said today.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

MR BRYANT: And we ask that you do that.

Wuld you be willing to do that?

THE WTNESS: Yes, sir.

MR, BRYANT: The court reporter there wll
nake arrangenents with you about getting the transcript to
you. And she, the reporter, will give you instructions on
how t o nmake any corrections you think are appropriate and

how t o concl ude the deposition.
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Wth that, | have nothing further.
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Tom do you have anything further?
MR RYAN. | have nothing further either. W
can go off the record and give instructions to the
st enogr apher.

(Deposition concluded at 10:05 a.m)
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before ne at the tine and place nentioned in the caption
herein; that the witness was by nme first duly sworn under
oat h and exam ned upon oral interrogatories propounded by
counsel ; that said exam nation, together with the testinony
of said witness, was taken down by ne in stenotype and
thereafter reduced to typewiting; and, that the foregoing
transcript, pages 1 to 72, both inclusive constitutes a
full, true, and accurate record of said exami nation of and
testinony given by said witness, and of all other
proceedi ngs had during the taking of said deposition, and of
the whol e thereof, to the best of ny ability.

Wtness ny hand and seal at Portland, Oegon, this

6th day of Decenber, 1999.

Keri M Transue- Evans
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